
2026 FRONTIER RESEARCH
EXCELLENT YOUTH SCHOOL

Formation and Sustainable Development  of Habitable Planets

DEC 5-20, 2026 BEIJING, CHINA APPLY BY SEP 30, 2026

The quest to understand the origins and sustainability of habitable planets defines a critical frontier of modern science. China 
and South America, linked by the Belt and Road and vital to a shared human future, preserve unique and complementary 
geological records ideal for such inquiry. Leveraging South American scientific assets alongside the premier capabilities of 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences, this program facilitates vital youth exchange. It reinforces global scientific diplomacy and 
drives international collaboration. 

PARTICIPANTS
• Approximately 20 participants from South 
America and 5 participants from other Belt & 
Road countries;
• PhD students and postdoctoral researchers 
in Earth and Planetary sciences, especially 
geosciences, are most suitable; early-career 
scientists are also welcome.

IMPORTANT DATES
JUL 10 Application opens

SEP 30 A pplication  dead line

OCT 20 Release of participant list

OCT 25 Admission and formal 
invitation letters sent

DEC 5-6 Registration

DEC 7-18 Main activity period

DEC 19-20 Departure from Beijing

ACTIVITY CONTENTS
The project is organized and implemented around three 
main themes: A cadem ic E xchange , S cientific  R esearch  
P ractice , and C ultura l E xperience.

1 Frontier Lectures: Invite top-tier frontier 
scientists in the field of "Formation and 
Sustainable Development of Habitable Earth" 
in Earth and planetary sciences to give 
lectures;

2 Techn ica l T ra in ing : Conduct training on 
new technologies and methods oriented 
towards "Future Earth Science";

3 F ie ldw ork: Organize fieldwork along classic 
field routes of early Earth geology;

4 A cadem ic  C ooperation : Exchange 
academic research and assign project 
supervisors to youths with academic needs 
to promote academic cooperation;

5 Talen t E xchange: Publicize China's 
science and technology policies and talent 
exchange/recruitment mechanisms, 
disseminate China's influence, and promote 
talent exchange visits and work in China;

6 A cadem ic  V is iting : Visit a few key 
universities/institutions/labs in the field of 
Earth and Planetary sciences;

7 C ultu ra l E xperience: Exchange Chinese 
and South American cultures, and 
experience and disseminate the charm of 
Chinese culture.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

1 The applicant needs to fill in the 
application form (in Excel format, 
attached), along with a resume and a 
letter of recommendation from one 
professor of the field or his/her own 
institution/university;

2 All materials should be sent to the 
administrative office by

SEPTEMBER 30, 2026
chengchenting@ m ail.iggcas.ac.cn

HOST
China-South America Joint Research Center
(Institute of Geology and Geophysics, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences)

FUNDING SOURCES
• Chinese Academy of Sciences
• China International Talent Exchange Foundation
• National Natural Science Foundation of China
• Deep Earth Probe and Mineral Resources 
Exploration - National Science and Technology 
Major Project

KEY CONTACTS M s C henting  C H E N G
Administrative office
+86 10 8299 8486
chengchenting@mail.iggcas.ac.cn

P ro f./D r. P eng  P E N G
Project leader
+86 10 8299 8530
pengpengwj@mail.iggcas.ac.cn

中国-南美联合地学研究中心
2026宜居星球的形成与可持续发展前沿研究优秀青年营

3 The Scientific Committee of the 
CSAJC-IGGCAS will evaluate the 
materials submitted and decide the 
selection of youths.

Anchored by major initiatives including the CAS PIFI Program, CITEF grants, the National Deep-Earth Major Project, and 
NSFC international partnerships, the China-South America Joint Geoscience Research Center (IGGCAS) hosts the 2026 
Frontier Research Excellent Youth School recruiting primarily from South America (December 5-20). This gathering seeks to 
forge frontier expertise in planetary evolution, supply theoretical bedrock for deep-Earth and space exploration, and pioneer a 
new model for global research excellence.
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